Focus: Tourism Month

Lejweleputswa District:

Tourism a new
precious commodity

Five sector development strategy

{Unce generated by gold mining im0 a thoving eeonomsc
region known ke the Free State Goldficlds, the declining
wold miming industry over the past decade has led 1 the
Lepweleputswa Disinicr of wday relyving on also piher
eonmae sectors for sustzinabiliy. One of these sectors is
toariem, which, swever, within the extessive and diverse
goeographical area of Lejweleputswn constitutes a malii-
Taoeted mdustry

Covering an arca stretching from Ventersbarg in the south,
o Hoopstad in the nonh and Boshof in the west and
ncluding the traditional Goldftelds of the Free State, the
Lepweleputswa reghon offers a wide vanety of touriem
jewels - some alecady plittering and some waiting o be
discovered.

The tourism sector forms part of the following five sector

development strutegy for the Lejweloputswa Dasirict

o distribution hub for South Adrica, which woald
ilude & carge sirport the upgrading of e R30
Welkom-Bloomtontem road and improved rail
CONMMECTioNS

LY gu:d_puv. L‘|.|L'I} bt ndd value 1o |_;uh.1. Precioas and
SEMNI-PIECHous SICRICK,

*An unigue brand of towrism applications, oeluding
evonLs fourism, mining-orientated tourism, game firms,
soalogival gardens and tourism routes:

® Alernntive locul agriculiusl prodiscts o be processed
biefore beimg cxported o world mrkeis

* Dpvelopmient of traming strctures cusinmized to meed
local needs

Current district economic profile in nutshell

The Lejweleputywa DHstrict contning the Free Siate
Goldfields, bt is also o major sgriculiursl srea Principally
kncwn for its goldfields. Welkom was established in 1947
and is ove of very few citics in the world designed 1o
completion before any development ook place. By 1982,
the goldficlds had peodoced 7 3600 of gold frorm some 20k
mines,

Bothaville is considered one of the maost important maize
centres in South Atrcs and also forms part of the Free State
Maize Route. The annual Mational Maize Production
Uirgmsisatbon { NAMPO) Harvest Farm wisd Festival attracts
mre thum 50 000 visitors and is the second largest private
agriculiural dlsow contre in the world

The Lejweleputowa strict has 24 3% of the Free State
population and contributes - 20.6% of the GDP in the
PROVEIRLE.

A closer look -at the. Froe State economy reveals thal o
decrease in its relative contribution wowerds the GDE of
South Afnca can, fo a large extent, be attributed to a
ncgative growth in mining at an average rate of 4% poa for
the period 1980 10 1999, The mining section used 1o be the
muaitstay of the provincial economy, 1t needs o be fiken
inta accouny that the Free State is not surroanded by a
prosperous. ccononue environmenl of g businesses and
indusiries, a8 are some other provinces with huge
infrastractural and stonomic sctivities. However, over the
past twa years the oconomic growth rale has increased.

The key economic challenges for the Free State as well as
forthe Lejweleputswa District are to absarb the shock of the
declinimg mining seclor, maintain the existing contribtion
of agriculture, increase the global link. anil sddress inherent
imequities in the cconmmy,

Tourism strengths

Strengths of the diverse tourism sector of the
Lepweleputawa Distmict are amongst others the following:

* Aldain Estmie on the Allemanskeasl Dam near
Ventershauy — o first ¢lass resort with 8 wide range of
accommmdation a8 well as conferencing options, plenty
of woler sports opporiunitics, & restaurant, shopping
facailities, etc. The Willem Pretorius Gaome: and Mature
Reserve adjacent 1o Aldsm Estate, with abundont garme
specicd,  indigenous vegetation, e I also hosts
anmually s hoge game msction with high tormover
Mamgpo Harvest Day near Bothaville, the largest private
agricultursl expo in Africa, having dravwn this vear more
than GO0 exhibitors and & 000 visitors over a four day
period
The inmovative Miclie Hop shutthe service between
Baothaville and Nampo Harvest Day invelving busies
mnd taxis and witha considerible BEE elemem
The Phakisa Freeway is an imternationsl starsdand,
muaklt-pirpode motorsport fecility betwoen Welkom and
Odendaslarus. The wack boasts a 4. 24km road eoorse as
will asa |5 mile bankod oval track similar o the highly
acclaimed Las Vegas Motor Spredway in Mevada, The
gased ko greal investment potenfizl glso as repards
becoming the centrifugal force for secondary tourism
hub development around i in particular sporting
avents,

The intermational Hormony Jewellery School  at
Virginia, offering traiming in jewellery design and
mumii facturing &t national diploma level, us well os a
hive system incubastor o produce products SA tourism
otlets @a wiell as for intemationa] markets,

The anmusl Food & Withlis Festival highlighting
Baothaville &s the Maire Capital of Soath Africa and
drawing visitors commtrywide as well as intermalionally
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* Soctdoring Game & Nature Reserve botwesn
Balifontein and Bloemfontein, hosting inter alia oo
and other predators. It is also o sought-afier angling
VeIl

* The mmmial Boshof Show and Came Auction — an cvent
also renewned internationatly.

& These are but a few highlights o eandom — for others

space here allows merely the dodting down of the
folbowing

= Tikwi Lodge Regorn & Conference Centre u1 Virginia,
® The Gold fields Casin st Welkom

& The Goldfields Tourism Route starting at Bothaville.

® The Angle Boer War Ceometenies wi Brandfort
including different sites of Baer, African and British
plu'pty..lh]:»

& The Winburg Voorrekker Monument.

® The 1956 Women's Pass Resistance Stte next to the
ald Magisirate (' ourt in Winbairg

& The Winnie Mondels Museum Lodue at Brandfort

o The Ars & Crafis Roote and Tavern Tours in
Thabong

& High Chapparil Resort at Virginia

» Oither noture reserves, such as Sandveld, Rustfontein,
Erfenis Dram, ete

® Thi salt pans w Soutpan

& Mumerous exquisite BAR's. botels, restuurmmts. ste
strewing throughout the region

® Muny private game fams and matune reserves,
offering a hogt of additional sutdoor activithes

& Miscellancous events such as :ﬁ.‘hli'.uia. flea markets
i

Towrizm developments in the offing include;

= A golf and sports estate planned on the banks of the
Sand River ot Vieginia

& A fully-Medged towrism centre at Welkom

s Further developments around Phakisa Frooway

& Poasible gold mineg underground fours sl Welkom,
Virginiaand 51 Helena

& A community-run game progect al Boshof

& Opportunines for meesiment wiul developament s the
accommodation, conforencing asd lour opersting
SECIOrE
Then the attribates of even lowns such as Bultfontem,

Hertzogalle, Dealesville, Vemtorsburg, ctc., cic. has ot

been touched wpon — all places which serve as definite

i sub-destmations of their own
This bird's eve-view serves only o prove the inherem

strength snd  unigueness: of the  tourism sector in

Lejweleputswa - o potential that need to be hamessed

imcreasingly and to be translated im0 economic growth and

employment opportumities for the regionas a whaole,

The Lejweleputswa District Muonicipality as the

coordinnfing body for tourism development in the district

wishes o ¢xtend a fresh hond of cooperation w all

stzkcholders and tworism product owners - hoth existing as

well as prospective— to realize the potential of the district

-

Tourism Month

programme 2007

winmmg of etivides colebruting Touniem Muos
2007 by the Lejwelepuawn Distrlet s s be reles
mpeilia hooa,

of iourst atr in Le
mmang shaft, Aldam Estate, f.:mll'ﬁa.ulu product af Harmoary Jewedry
School, dema al Nampa Hareest Day

Désirict, iop from left. goid

C/o Tempest & Jan Hofmeyr Streets, Welkom

Phone (057) 353 3094 Fax (057) 353 3382
Tourism Development: TL Skele 083 632 15603

Lejweleputswa
District Municipality

P.O. Box 2163, Welkom 94560

Email. monyanei@lejwe.co.za




