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P r og r amme  D i r ec t o r ,  I  w an t  t o  g r ee t  ev e r y one  he r e  
i n  t h i s  epoc h  mak i ng  ev en t  s o  t h a t  y ou  c an  en j oy  
t h e  p r oc eed i ng s .   T oday ’ s  e v en t  w i l l  s e t  t he  p ac e  f o r  
ou r  d i s t r i c t  g r ow t h  and  dev e l opment .  Th i s  i s  t he  
f i r s t  p has e  whe r e  we  w i l l  p l a n  t og e t her  on  how  bes t  
c an  w e  r educ e  p ov e r t y  and  l ev e r age  emp l o y ment  i n  
ou r  d i s t r i c t .  
 
The  pu rpo s e  o f  t h i s  meet i ng  i s  in  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  
E l ec t i o n ’ s  Man i f es t o  f o r  20 06  l oc a l  g ov er nment  
e l ec t i o n s ,  wh i ch  pu rpo r t s  t h a t  ev e r y  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  
h o ld  a  Summ i t  f o r  g r ow t h  and  dev e l opment  w i t h i n  
one  y ea r  o f  t h e  e l ec t i ons .  T h i s  s ugge s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  
summi t s  w i l l  b r i ng  t og e t he r  s oc i a l  p a r t n e r s ,  
g ov er nment s ,  b us i n es s ,  l a b ou r  and  c ommun i t y  
o r g an i z a t i ons  t o  d ev e l op  c onc re t e  s t eps  t owar ds  
h ig her  r a t es  o f  l oc a l  e c onomi c  g r ow t h  and  p ov e r t y  
r educ t i on .  T h i s  p r oc es s  w i l l  c u lmi na t e  i n  a  D i s t r i c t  
S umm i t  f o r  G r ow t h  and  Dev e l opment  w h i ch  w i l l  t ak e  
p l ac e  on  t h e  22 n d  F eb rua ry  20 07 .  We t h e r e f o r e  i nv i t e  
and  appea l  t o  a l l  s t ak eho l d e r s  t o  t ak e  t h i s  p r oc e s s  
se r i ou s  as  w e  w ant  t o  i n j ec t  t h i s  e c onomy .  T h i s  c an  
happen  t h r ough  s e r i ous  c ommi t ment s  f r om  a l l  o f  us  



i n  v a r i ou s  as pec t s  o f  d i s c i p l i n es  r ang i ng  f r om 
env i r onment  t o t h e  d ev e l opment  o f  ou r  human  
cap i t a l .  
 
P r og r amme  D i r ec t o r ,  
 
We  needed  t o  h av e  t h i s  meet i ng  wh ic h  w i l l  p r ov id e  a  
s t r a t eg i c  d i r ec t i o n ,  and  f u t u r e  e f f o r t s  under t aken  
j o i n t l y  w i t h  s oc i a l  p a r t n e r s  t o  ac c e l e r a t e  e c onom ic  
g r ow th  and  enhanc e  d ev e l opm ent  i n  a  w ay  t h a t  w i l l  
b ene f i t  b o t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and  c on t r i bu t es  t ow a rd s  
f u r t h e r  t r ans f o rmat i on  o f  ou r  coun t r y  as  a  w ho l e .  
 
 A  d ec en t  s t andar d  o f  l i v i n g  i s  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  
su s t a i n ed  ec onomi c  g r ow t h  and  ex panded  
emp l oy ment  t h e r eb y  mak i ng  a  d i s t r i c t  a  pow e r fu l  
b l oc  i n  t he  p r o v i nc e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and t h e  c oun t r y  i n  
g ene r a l .   F o r  us  t o  r e ac h  t h a t  s t ag e  t h i s  meet i ng  
mus t  t ak e  a c on sc i ou s  d ec i s i on  t owar ds  mak i ng  
i nv es t ment  a t t r ac t i o n  a  b uz z  wor d  and  s hou ld  
ex p l o r e  t h e  w ays  and  t h e  c apac i t y  t o  a t t r ac t  mor e  
i nv es t o r s .  
 
H armon i s a t i on  and  A l ig nment  
 
A s  w e  app l y  ou r  m i nd s  i n  t h i s  ex e r c i s e ,  w e  shou l d  
ens u r e  g r a t e r  ha rmon iz a t i on  and  a l i g nment  w i t h  t h e  
s t r a t eg i es  and  p l ans  o f  p r ov i n c i a l  a nd  na t i ona l  
g ov er nment .  T h i s  h a rmon i z a t i on  and  a l ig nment  w i l l  
amount  t o  i n c o rp o r a t i n g  t h e  d i r ec t i o n  p r ov i d ed  b y  
t h es e  p l ans  i nt o  t h e  s t r a t eg i c  cho i c es  made  by  t h i s  
meet i ng .  
 
Ov er  t i me ,  h a rmon i za t i on  and  a l ig nment  w i l l  f u r t h e r  
b e  s t r eng t hened  b y  w or k i ng  w i t h  o t he r  sphe r es  and  
mun i c ip a l i t i e s  t o  en su r e  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  a l s o  aw ar e  o f  
and  a r e  ab l e  t o  s uppo r t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  sp e l t  ou t  i n  
t h i s  g r ow t h  and  d ev e l opment  s t r a t egy .  The  d i s t r i c t  



can  on l y  mas t e r  t h e  d ev e l opment  and  
imp l ement a t i on  o f  t h i s  s t r a t egy  i f  a l l  o f  us  as  
mun i c ip a l i t i e s  and  o t her  s t ak eho ld e r s  wor k  t og e the r  
t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  up l i f t ment  o f  t h i s  a r ea .  
 
I  t h e r e f o r e  c a l l  o n  ev e ry body  t o  heed  t h e  c a l l  made  
by  ou r  P r es i d en t  Mr .  Thabo  Mbek i  t o  ow n  t h i s  
p r oc e s s  and  mak e  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  an  ec onom ic  v i ab l e  
one .  
 
I  t h ank  y ou .  
    
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


